Teacher Key

** DO NOT expect students to correctly categorize these items, even after a group discussion. Keep a list of the items students disagree on and revisit these at the end of the unit when students have mastered the major concepts. **

	Alive
	Never Alive
	Once Was Alive
	Not Sure

	Dog
	Fire
	Roasted peanut
	Air (The air is full of microbes but the gases that air is composed of is not alive.)

	Earthworm
	Pencil
	Sea sponge (if dried)
	

	Cactus
	Glass
	Wood
	

	Butterfly
	Sand
	Paper
	

	Bacteria
	Rock
	A dead mouse
	

	Lichen
	Plastic
	Chair (if wood)
	Dirt (Like air, dirt contains many living organisms but the sediments soil is composed of is not alive.)

	Potato
	Telephone
	One oak leaf (It is, or once was, part of a living thing but is not “alive” since it cannot independently reproduce or evolve.)
	

	Coral
	Clock
	
	

	Algae
	Cloud
	
	

	Diatoms
	Sun
	
	

	Mildew
	Water
	
	

	Yeast
	Chair (if plastic or metal)
	
	Virus (These are generally considered “replicators” rather than alive in the traditional sense since they require a host cell to metabolize, reproduce and evolve.)

	A radish seed
	
	Pollen (See oak leaf.)
	

	Salmon
	Fire
	Milk (See oak leaf.)
	

	Penguin
	
	Blood (See oak leaf.)
	

	Human
	
	A fingernail clipping (See oak leaf.)
	

	Pine tree
	
	
	

	Jellyfish
	
	
	

	Rose bush
	
	
	

	A blade of grass (if still attached to the root is a whole plant)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Sea sponge (if still in the ocean)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Crab
	
	
	

	Fern
	
	
	

	Mold
	
	
	

	Copepod
	
	
	

	Ant
	
	
	

	Ear of corn
	
	
	

	Mushroom
	
	
	

	Frog
	
	
	

	Snake
	
	
	

	Moss
	
	
	

	Yogurt (contains live bacterial cultures)
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Sea anemone
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