
The Bay Classroom Webquest
The Bay Basics

1. San Francisco Bay is technically not a bay; it’s an ___________________ – a body of water that is ____________________________ and where ____________________________ mix together.

2. True or false. Estuaries contain more life per square inch than the Amazon rainforest. _______________

3. A ___________________ is an area of land that water flows over or through to get to a larger body of water. 

4. The San Francisco Bay watershed drains an area of _____________ square miles, or about _____% of the entire state of California.

5. About _____% of the water that falls in the San Francisco Bay watershed is diverted for use by farms, businesses, and households. The rest of the water flows into the Bay.

The Bay History

6. The Bay as we know it did not form until about _____________ years ago. Before that, there was no San Francisco Bay, just rolling grasslands. 

7. Name 3 different animals that lived in the area when the Bay was dry land: __________________, __________________, and __________________.

8. Who was the first European to discover San Francisco Bay? ___________________________________
9. Miners during the Gold Rush era did 2 things that were extremely destructive to the San Francisco Bay. First, miners developed a new method called ________________________, which used a high-pressure stream of water to wash away hillsides. In less than 25 years, __________________ of earth were blasted out of the hills and washed into California’s rivers that flow to the Bay. Secondly, miners began using _____________________, a deadly toxin, to remove gold from the rocks. This toxin washed into the Bay along with the sediment.
10. Until recently, most of the marshy wetlands that surrounded the edges of the Bay were considered wasted space. More than _______% of these wetlands were destroyed by damming and filling in the Bay.
11. True or false. Raw sewage used to be dumped into the Bay. _______________

The Bay Nature

12. Name 5 different animals that call the Bay their home today: __________________, __________________, __________________, __________________, and __________________.

13. Tiny microscopic plants called _________________________ are the primary food source for just about every animal that lives in the Bay and produce an enormous amount of oxygen.

14. San Francisco Bay is home to _______ federally endangered animal species.

15. An introduced species that invades and takes over a native habitat is called an _______________ species.    

16. True or false. All non-native plants and animals are bad. _______________

The Bay Issues and Solutions

17. Name 5 different substances that pollute the Bay: __________________, __________________, __________________, __________________, and __________________.

18. Name 3 things you can do to help reduce pollution in the Bay:

· ___________________________________________________________

· ___________________________________________________________

· ___________________________________________________________

19. Today, almost every river in the watershed is dammed at least once. Dams and water diversions are necessary for our survival because ________________________ _____________________________________. However, reduced amounts of fresh water increase overall ____________________ in the Bay, and also impede migrations of ________________________.

20.  Name 3 things you can do to conserve water:

· ___________________________________________________________

· ___________________________________________________________

· ___________________________________________________________

