The Big One

We will be using the USGS Earthquake archive to do some research about the biggest, most damaging earthquakes in history. Each person will be assigned a different range of dates to research. For your year of earthquakes do the following:

1) Go to the website: http://earthquake.usgs.gov/regional/world/historical.php
2) On the list, find the earthquakes that match your range of dates. Click on each earthquake and some of the links within to learn more about that quake. 

3) Pick 10 earthquakes from your date range. Fill in the table below using the information found on the website. Some of the older quakes may not provide information about Latitude (N/S measurement, lines go around the globe like a belt) and Longitude (E/W measurement, lines go from pole to pole) – leave those cells blank.

	Date
	Magnitude
	Location (nearest city and country)
	Lat. (N/S)
	Long. (E/W)
	Notable facts

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


4) Pick one of the 10 earthquakes above and describe that quake in more detail. Include at least 3 facts such as the depth, where it was felt, the number of deaths, the extent of the damage, maps, whether a tsunami was triggered, and seismograms.

5) How often does an earthquake cause fatalities (deaths)? 

6) Put a star next to any earthquakes in your table that caused fatalities.

7) Is it always the biggest earthquake that causes the most fatalities? Explain why or why not.

8) Mark the location of each of your 10 earthquakes on the map below. Use the maps on the website, an atlas, or the latitude and longitude information in your table. Be as accurate as possible. When you come to class tomorrow, you must be able to mark the location of these 10 earthquakes on a large map in the classroom. 
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Map courtesy of USGS.

