
Coho Salmon Population Change

The California Fish and Game Commission recently received a petition to list coho salmon north of San Francisco as an endangered species. The table below lists the number of coho salmon caught in commercial fishing operations (fish caught to be sold in the marketplace) between 1971 to 2001. The number of salmon is listed in thousands; so 445 on the table really means that 445,000 salmon were caught that year. Graph the data below on the graph provided.

	Year
	Number of salmon caught in thousands

	1971
	445

	1972
	156

	1973
	349

	1974
	658

	1975
	210

	1976
	622

	1977
	50

	1978
	317

	1979
	187

	1980
	56

	1981
	76

	1982
	92

	1983
	63

	1984
	49

	1985
	19

	1986
	47

	1987
	34

	1988
	50

	1989
	51

	1990
	52

	1991
	69

	1992
	11

	1993
	30

	1994
	0.5

	1995
	1.0

	1996
	0.7

	1997
	0.5

	1998
	0.1

	1999
	0.6

	2000
	0.5


2. Describe what happens to the coho salmon population between 1971 and 1976. 

3. What happens to the population after 1993?

4. Predict how many coho salmon were caught in 2001.

5. According to the Federal Endangered Species Act, “endangered species” are plants or animals that will likely become extinct in the near future. “Threatened species” are plants or animals that aren’t endangered yet, but are likely to become endangered in the near future. If you were on the California Fish and Game Commission, would you list the coho salmon as endangered or threatened? Explain the reasons behind your decision.
6. Habitat loss from logging, building roads, and building dams has been identified as a leading factor in the decline of salmon in California. Poorer water quality is also a factor. Over-consumption (think back to the ocean fishing game from class) may also play a role. Knowing this, suggest one way to manage the population and prevent the extinction of coho salmon. 
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