Comparing Soil

Hands on Homework

Compare your canister of school soil to the same amount of soil from somewhere near your house. In your lab notebook…

1) Use your eyes, fingers and nose to observe the soils. Make a list of observations about school soil and about your house’s soil. (Remember the pencil activity! Be detailed enough so that someone can pick out your house’s soil from the description alone!)

2) Design a simple experiment to test your two soils and then describe how each soil behaves. For example, you might want to know if some of the soil floats. You could add water to find out. Be creative.

3) List at least 3 similarities and 3 differences between the 2 soils. 

